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Context 
The Whole Child Health Alliance advances whole child health models that promote 
children’s optimal health, development and well-being across the life course while 
improving health equity through delivery and payment reforms. This document 
highlights new literature published in the past quarter that supports the key 
elements of whole child health models. This resource scan includes a sampling of Q4 
2023 publications from whole child health thought leaders; it is not comprehensive 
of all publications released in Q4 2023 that touch on whole child health.  

Throughout this document, text included in quotation marks has been directly 
pulled from the publication. Text that is not included in quotation marks has been 
summarized based on information and data included in the publication. 

1. Timely Articles in Pediatrics 
This section highlights articles relevant to current events in pediatric health that do 
not specifically pertain to one of the key elements of whole child health.  

Exploring the Effects of Medicaid During Childhood on the Economy 
and the Budget: Working Paper 20231 
Authors: Elizabeth Ash, William Carrington, Rebecca Heller and Grace 

Hwang 

Publication: Congressional Budget Office 

Publication Date: November 1, 2023 

Publication Type:  Working Paper (Presentation Link) 

Summary: 
This analysis explores the financial impact of Medicaid spending on children, 
revealing that while short-term costs are incurred upfront, long-term benefits 
include increased earnings in adulthood. The Congressional Budget Office 
suggests that these enhanced earnings could offset a significant portion of the 
program's initial expenses over time, contingent on various factors such as 
discount rates and the influence of childhood Medicaid enrollment on adult 
earnings. The findings underscore the complex interplay between Medicaid 
investment, future government revenues and fiscal considerations. 

CMS Releases Guidance on 12-Month Continuous Eligibility for 
Children 
Authors: Tricia Brooks and Kelly Whitener 

Publication: Georgetown University Center for Children and Families 

Publication Date: October 3, 2023 

 
1 We highlighted this article due to its importance to whole child health. 

/about/policy/advocacy/whole-child-health-alliance.html
/content/dam/nemours/nemours-org/en/documents/whole-child-health-alliance-key-elements.pdf
/content/dam/nemours/nemours-org/en/documents/whole-child-health-alliance-key-elements.pdf
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2023-10/59231-Medicaid.pdf
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2023-10/59231-Medicaid.pdf
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2023-12/59819-Childhood-%20Medicaid.pdf
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2023/10/03/cms-releases-guidance-on-12-month-continuous-eligibility-for-children/
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2023/10/03/cms-releases-guidance-on-12-month-continuous-eligibility-for-children/
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https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/2023-09/sho23004.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/2617/text
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/Kids%E2%80%99%20Share%202023_Report%20on%20Federal%20Expenditures%20on%20Children%20through%202022%20and%20Future%20Projections.pdf
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/Kids%E2%80%99%20Share%202023_Report%20on%20Federal%20Expenditures%20on%20Children%20through%202022%20and%20Future%20Projections.pdf
https://nap.nationalacademies.org/catalog/27396/social-media-and-adolescent-health
https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/2023-12/medicaid-unwinding-child-data-snapshot.pdf


https://nap.nationalacademies.org/catalog/26743/closing-the-opportunity-gap-for-young-children
https://www.chcs.org/media/Adopting-Anti-Racist-Practices-to-Promote-Health-Equity-in-Pediatric-Care.pdf
https://www.chcs.org/media/Adopting-Anti-Racist-Practices-to-Promote-Health-Equity-in-Pediatric-Care.pdf
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https://www.childrenshospitals.org/news/childrens-hospitals-today/2023/10/addressing-racism-across-an-organization?utm_campaign=cha-oct-creating-health&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Salesforce-MC&utm_content=ar-cta1&utm_term=ch
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/152/5/e2023064088/194465/Medicaid-and-the-Children-s-Health-Insurance?autologincheck=redirected
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/152/5/e2023064088/194465/Medicaid-and-the-Children-s-Health-Insurance?autologincheck=redirected
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https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2811759
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2811759
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352827323002185
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352827323002185
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352827323002185
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3. Integrating Care Delivery and Social Supports 
This section highlights articles focusing on integrated delivery models that address 
social drivers of health, developmental needs and caregiver relationships. 

Integration of Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Woman, 
Infants, and Children (WIC) in Primary Care Settings 
Authors: Brittany Goldstein, Abigail Steiner, Lynn Vander Wielen, Kate 

Bennett and Margaret Tomcho 

Publication: Journal of Community Health 

Publication Date: November 9, 2023 

Publication Type:  Journal Article 

Summary: 
The article discusses participants’ experience in the Specialized WIC Co-
Enrollment program in Denver County, which integrates the Special Supplemental 
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) services into pediatric 
well-child and obstetric visits at Denver Health’s Federally Qualified Health 
Centers. Between 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10900-023-01287-5
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10900-023-01287-5
https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/2023-11/cib11162023.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/2023-11/cib11162023.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/2023-11/hrsn-coverage-table.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/2023-11/hrsn-coverage-table.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/2023-11/hrsn-coverage-table.pdf


https://www.manatt.com/insights/newsletters/health-highlights/new-federal-guidance-on-services-addressing-healt
https://www.movinghealthcareupstream.org/developing-and-scaling-a-social-needs-screening-and-referral-process-for-pediatric-patient-families/
https://www.movinghealthcareupstream.org/developing-and-scaling-a-social-needs-screening-and-referral-process-for-pediatric-patient-families/
https://www.chcs.org/media/Co-Creating-Equitable-Partnerships-Between-Families-and-Child-Health-Care-Providers.pdf
https://www.chcs.org/media/Co-Creating-Equitable-Partnerships-Between-Families-and-Child-Health-Care-Providers.pdf
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Identifying Family Strengths and Addressing Health-Related Social 
Needs 

https://www.chcs.org/media/Identifying-Family-Strengths-and-Addressing-Health-Related-Social-Needs.pdf
https://www.chcs.org/media/Identifying-Family-Strengths-and-Addressing-Health-Related-Social-Needs.pdf
https://www.chcs.org/media/Engaging-Families-and-Providers-When-Aligning-Early-Childhood-and-Medicaid-Systems_State-Lessons.pdf
https://www.chcs.org/media/Engaging-Families-and-Providers-When-Aligning-Early-Childhood-and-Medicaid-Systems_State-Lessons.pdf
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Investing in Child Health Through Alternative Payment Models: 
Lessons From North Carolina Integrated Care for Kids 
Authors: 7. Greeshma James, Elizabeth Kasper, Charlene A. Wong 

8. David M. Anderson, Sarah Allin, Michael J. Steiner 
9. Kori B. Flower, Daniel Kimberg and Rushina Cholera 

Publication: Medical Care Research and Review 

Publication Date: December 29, 2023 

Publication Type:  Research Article  

Abstract: 

This paper draws on interviews from North Carolina Medicaid managed care 
organizations, North Carolina Medicaid, and actuaries with experience in value-
based payment across the pediatric population to assess North Carolina’s process 
for developing its NC Integrated Care for Kids (InCK) value-based payment model 
and propose strategies to support future pediatric value-based payment models. 
The paper highlights the need to account for payer priorities and readiness, the 
impact of data uncertainty on building new measures, misalignment of the short-
term return-on-investment framework with whole child health measures, and 
state levers (e.g., mandates and incentives) to promote value-based payment.  

10. Incentivizing Cross-Sector Data Partnerships 
This section highlights resources that focus on facilitating the exchange and 
integration of data across sectors to promote connections to resources in the 
community. 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/epub/10.1177/10775587231217178
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/epub/10.1177/10775587231217178
https://www.chcs.org/media/Engaging-Community-Members-A-Guide-to-Equitable-Compensation_101723.pdf


 


