
 

 

 

Having a Safe Operation 
Your child’s health and safety are important to us. You can make a difference in 
your child’s care by asking questions and being actively involved.  
 
What can you do to help keep your child safe before going to the hospital? 
Ask that any sedatives (sleep medicines) be given at the hospital and not at home before going to the 
hospital. Talk to the surgeon and others who will operate on your child. Ask how much experience 
they have performing the operation. It is important that you are confident in the ability of the people 
who will operate on your child. Ask what you can do to help prepare your child for the surgery. 

 
What can you do to help keep your child safe before the operation? 
Talk to the surgeon about the part of your child’s body that will be operated on. Ask the surgeon to 
mark the part to be operated on while you are in the room. This will make sure it is the correct part. 
Make sure the surgeon marks only the correct part and nowhere else.  
 
What can you do to help keep your child safe after the operation? 
Ask if pediatric specialists will be caring for your child in the recovery area.  


